REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



With respect to the Applicant's Information Disclosure, a copy of JP 02071347 is 
enclosed. The reference does not disclose the last paragraph of Applicant's claim one, which last 
paragraph came from original claim 8 of the German application so that present claim 1, at least 
the final portion thereof, is a structure shown in Applicant's drawings and nowhere suggested in 
the Japanese reference. 

Claims were rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 112, second paragraph, for indefiniteness. The 
claims have been amended to overcome these grounds of rejection. The changes are self- 
explanatory. Commenting on some, "ascertained length change" is used consistently in the 
claims now. The energy storage means corresponds to the volume body and resilient element and 
claim 1, line 19 have been correspondingly amended. See page 4, lines 28-30. 

Applicant disagrees that claim 8 contradicts claim 3. Both refer to a wedge-shaped 
configuration. Claim 8 refers to the wedge-shaped base surface. That it is flat as well as being a 
wedge-shaped are not inconsistent. See page 4, lines 28-30 and page 5, line 32-page 6, line 2. 

Claims 2-11 and also claim 1 were indicated as allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejections under § 1 12, second paragraph. It is submitted that this has been done 
and the claims should be allowed. 
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